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AGENDA ITEM NO- 5 

Madame Président, 

Peace is the primary goal of the United Nations, and the major reason for its existence. In the 

preamble of the UN Charter, the peoples of the world proelaimed their détermination to "save 

succeeding générations from the scourge of war" and to live together in peace with one 

another as good neighbors based on the principle fouridation of freedom, peace and justice in 

the world. The right to peace and justice for indigenous peoples is not just a décent right but 

it is also birth right beçause we also want to live in peace. 

The historié UN Déclaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) endorsed 5 

years ago by the human right bodies, is a clear profound and conceptually dauntless open 

testimony that seek towards empowering indigenous peoples to défend their collective rights 

to their land, territories and resources. However, the implementation is still a tough task, and 

this is the biggest challenges and obstacles faced by the indigenous peoples because the term 

"indigenous. peoples" is legally not açknowledged by India. 

The North East India, the aneestral homeland of more than 250 communities continues to 

suffer from différent patterns of human rights violations now for more than two décades. 

With the increasing militarization and other marginalization by India, there has been less 

priority given to, many économie, social and other cultural rights. This includes the non-

recognition and non- inclusion in the 8 t h scheduled of the Indian Constitution to one of the 

rich Khasi indigenous language which is spoken by the Kliasi indigenous community in the 

State of Meghalaya. 

Language plays a significant rôle in the way a race is identified. Language has a multifaceted 

relation to the culture, tradition, history, customs and a long-establisheçl way of life for the 

indigenous peoples. In any human race or society, as long as a language lives, the race or 

society lives on. Death of a language is no less than death of a human race. This is the 

situation for the indigenous peoples in India. 



We recommend the Human Rights Côuncil to strôngly urge the Government of India: 

1. to fully implement and promote the UN Déclaration on the Rights of the ïndigenous 

Peoples. 

2. to include Khasi language & other languages of India's ïndigenous Peoples in the 8 t h 

Scheduled of the Constitution of India and.to implement ail the recommendations of 

the human rights bodies ànd mechànism in its national policies and programmes. 

THANKYOU. 


